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ADVENTUROUS JOURNEY ITINERARY 

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 

Gold Practice & Qualifying Adventurous Journey – Great North Walk, NSW 

Thornleigh to Wondabyne – 76km: 6 days / 5 nights 

 

Meeting Place: Meeting Time: End Place: End Time: 

Thornleigh Station 

The Esplanade 

Thornleigh NSW 2120 

We will meet in the little 

park on the western side 

of the station. 

0900 (9:30am) Wondabyne Station 

 

This is the only train 

Station in Australia 

without road access. The 

first station south 

(towards Sydney) is 

Hawkesbury River Station 

(Brooklyn). 

Approx. 1400 (2:00pm) 

 

Practice Itinerary: 

Day 1: Thornleigh Station to Tunks Ridge Campsite  

(GPS coordinates of campsite: -33.678726, 151.081433)  

Distance: 14km. 

Grading: moderate to hard  

We will enter the bush at Berowra Valley Regional Park.  From the station head North West along Eddy, Tillock and 

Morgan St to find the trailhead.  The trail runs roughly North & North East following Berowra Creek to Fishponds. 

There is a bit of up and down today, including a steep climb up to Hornsby via Manor Rd to detour the shooting 

range (Note the Quarry Trail is also off limits).  From Hornsby we re-enter the bush at the trailhead at the West 

end of Clarinda St.  There is no water at the campsite so you will need to refill prior to making the steep climb to 

camp, the last opportunity being at the creek crossing/Bridge at 225 717. Water sourced from creeks needs to be 

purified. There are no toilets at this campsite and all waste needs to be buried as per guidance provided by your 

Supervisor.  
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Day 2: Tunks Ridge Campsite to Crosslands Campsite  

(GPS coordinates of campsite: -33.625640, 151.113588)  

Distance: 10km. 

Grading: Easy to moderate  

Today is the easy day, so enjoy the walk along Berowra Creek.  We drop down into Galston Gorge where water 

can be sourced if necessary. Better opportunities for water exist further along at 228 741 and 2380 7526 (depending 

on recent rainfall), but all water sourced along the route requires purification.  Paralleling Berowra creek we will 

arrive at Crosslands Campsite: a big grassy expanse on Berowra Creek with toilets, drinking water and fireplaces.  

Water sourced from taps here is town water and does not need to be purified.  We will be camping at the North 

end of Crosslands at 250 777 near the old brick toilet block. 

Your practice journey ends here with an overnight period of reflection. You can implement learnings from your 

practice journey into your qualifying journey and demonstrate the required competencies as outlined in your 

handbook. Participants can be picked up from here by car if they are unable to complete the qualifying journey.  

 

Qualifying Itinerary: 

Day 1: Crossland Reserve to Berowra Heights (Turner Road) Campsite 

(GPS coordinates of campsite: -33.593828, 151.135238)  

Distance: 10km. 

Grading: moderate to hard  

Departing camp with full water we will head north-east on the Benowie Walking Track and cross Sam’s Creek 

before ascending the steep face up to Berkeley Fire Train at the top of the plateau, which has great views of the 

route hiked that morning. Continuing north along the plateau we will make the steep descent down into Berowra 

Waters for lunch, which has picnic tables, water and toilets. From Berowra Waters we will continue north and then 

east along the Hawkesbury Track, ascending two steep ridges to get to the campsite. The campsite does not have 

water or toilets. Participants will need to carry enough water for this afternoon and the following morning, so depart 

Berowra Waters with full water. If necessary, the last opportunity to top up water prior to camp is the little stream 

at 262817 (recent rainfall dependent), which needs to be purified.  
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Day 2: Berowra Heights to Brooklyn Dam 

(GPS coordinates of campsite: -33.554702, 151.207155)  

Distance: 17km. 

Grading: hard  

This is a big day with a few steep climbs. Drinking water is available at Cowan Station an hour or two after leaving 

camp. There is a toilet at the “Great North Café”, 200m north of Cowan train station, but you need to buy 

something to be allowed to use it. From Cowan we will lose all the elevation we gained during the morning to 

descend into Jerusalem Bay, which is a great spot for a break and to take in the view. From there we will head north, 

ascending a couple of steep ridges via the Vize Spur to climb up to the fire trail which will take us all the way to the 

campsite. The campsite is next to Brooklyn Dam, which can be used to top up your water, but needs to be purified. 

There are no toilets at this campsite and toilet waste needs to be buried far from the dam, as per your Supervisor’s 

instructions.  

Day 3: Brooklyn Dam to Mt. Wondabyne 

(GPS coordinates of campsite: -33.496059, 151.274536)  

Distance: 15km. 

Grading: hard  

After a short walk to Brooklyn we can refill water and use the toilets at either the train station or at the toilet block 

east of the park. We will then catch a ferry across the Hawkesbury River to Little Wobby.  

As part of your preparations, refer to Brooklyn Ferry Service for Ferry timetable and prices. At the time of writing 

these notes (March 2022), the ferry service departed Brooklyn Wharf at 10:15am to arrive Little Wobby at 10:30am, 

and cost $4.70 for children and $9.30 for adults. You are required to pay for your own ticket.  

The ferry will drop you off in an odd little shore-front community. The trail is not obvious but continues to the 

south, weaving its way in front of, behind, over, and sometimes under private residential properties. This will 

eventually open and put us on to a road called “Pacific Trail”. We are aiming to get up onto the north-south running 

ridge about and to the east of Little Wobby, but to the west of Patonga Creek. Atop this ridge runs an at times 

poorly defined track called the Highway Ridge Track. This track is not visited as much as other tracks you have 

walked on so far, but is a useful connecting track for the Great North Walk.  

 

http://brooklynferryservice.com.au/


 

Page 4 of 5 
  
Naas Rd, Tharwa ACT 2620  ABN 57 000 250 635  
T (02) 6235 5700  FREECALL 1800 267 999  
E mailbox@outwardbound.org.au                                                                                                       www.outwardbound.org.au 

 

 

There are two entry points to this ridge. The first is the main Wobby Track that begins in the open space just south 

of the last house. The reasonably steep track begins on the south side of the power pole at the base of the hill. The 

track handrails the powerlines. At the top, turn left at the track junction (GR 378 859) and you very quickly walk 

under the powerlines.  

The second way up is a Croppy Point. Once clear of the houses, follow the road south for 350m. The track begins at 

a set of steps opposite the water tank. This is an old Dept. of Sport and Recreation track and fades out part way up 

the spur. You will need to do some off-track navigation to the top of the spur where you will find the ridge top 

track. Turn left at this track (GR 378 858) and in 100m you reach the powerlines.  

Once at the powerlines you are walking in a generally north direction. The Highway Ridge Track will tend to follow 

the ridge line and brings you to several great viewing points. Note that some of the tracks on the topographic map 

were probably 4WD tracks that are no longer used. These tracks could not follow the ridge top due to the rocky 

outcrops so went slightly off the ridges. Over the years hikers have established a route for easier walking, mostly on 

top of the ridge.  

The Highway Ridge Track is mostly well-defined but some extra care is needed at times to avoid a difficult detour. 

Make sure you stay close together to avoid being separated.  

The Highway Ridge Track will cross Tank Creek, which is your best spot to refill water for the afternoon. There is 

also a campsite at this location known as Rocky Ponds. From Tank Creek, the trail will appear to go up one of the 

streams, which is actually a washed-out and overgrown old fire trail. Eventually it will join up with a well-maintained 

fire trail known as Rocky Ponds Fire Trail, which will allow us to make good time to camp.  

Mt. Wondabyne offers 360° views of the sunset/sunrise. We can either camp beside Mt. Wondabyne or continue a 

bit further to a campsite above Kariong Brook Falls; it’s up to you as a group. There is creek water a short distance 

past both campsites but none at the actual campsites. If your first option for water on the map is dry, continue to 

descend in altitude and water should be found in one of the creeks. There are no toilets.  

Day 4: Mt. Wondabyne to Wondabyne Station 

Distance: 10km. 

Grading: moderate  

Kationg Brook Falls offers a great spot to enjoy an Aussie bush waterhole and refill water in the morning, but as with 

all waterways, it’s at the bottom of a gully. Climbing the hill out of this will get the blood pumping before dropping 

downhill again to Wondabyne Station.  
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Wondabyne Station is the only train station in Australia that does not have road access. You will need to catch the 

train to exit the journey. As part of your preparations, you should refer to Wondabyne Station | transportnsw.info 

for timetable information.  

 

Transport to and from your Adventurous Journey 

If someone is driving you, please ask them to be punctual. We have designed this route specifically to allow for easy 

public transport access. Check http://www.transportnsw.info/ for train times to and from your journey as part of 

your preparations.  

Supervisors 

Supervisors are qualified in Outdoor Recreation/Leadership, First-Aid, have Working with Children Check and carry 

first aid and emergency communication equipment.  

Drinking Water 

We recommend drinking a minimum of 2-litres pf water per day, plus carrying 1-litre for night-time. Remember that 

1-litre of water weighs 1kg when you are packing. 

You will have access to tap, tank and creek water, depending on where you are throughout the journey. Any tank or 

creek water must be treated before drinking.  

Creek Crossings 

Creek crossings occur throughout this journey, but the water level should be low enough to keep your feet dry. We 

do not anticipate high water on this hike, but will keep you informed leading up to your journey if required. Your 

Supervisor will help make decisions on appropriate creek crossings in the field.  

Toilets 

There are times when flush or drop toilets will be available; sometimes these are at campsites, and sometimes there 

is access at different points along the route. At all times when a standard toilet facility is not available, all toilet waste 

must be buried, and you need to provide a small trowel for this purpose.  

https://transportnsw.info/stop?q=10101134#/
http://www.transportnsw.info/
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